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Gunter Rambow, a prominent German 
designer, created this poster to advertise his 
1988 retrospective poster exhibition in the 
Wiesbaden museum. Rambow represents  
European visual poets, emerging in the 
1960s and continuing into the 1990s. He 
rejects traditional and conservative designs, 
and instead regards designs as poems that 
are highly free and individual. Rambow’s 
design philosophy was established during 
his study in Kassel University, whose 
founder, Hans Leistikow, denied dogmatism 
and encouraged personal styles. This poster 
belongs to the second stage of Rambow’s 
design style - Photographic pictures from 
the 1970s to the 1980s. He tended to use 
photography to probe the relationship 
between the virtual and real world. In this 
poster, Gunter adopted the photo of a potato 
as the dominance to express his personal 
sentiment to potatoes as he relied them to 
survive in World War II.

1. The three primary colors , red, green and 
blue provides focal points of the poster. 
They are particularly conspicous on the 
black plate. 

2. The dominant figure is a spirally peeled 
potato’s skin. The texture of the skin is 
half-illuminated with the right half  much 
brighter than the left half, which creates 
the internal negative space and reduces the 
intensity  of the poster. 

3.  The same colors are repeated in various 
layers  of the potato that balanced each 
other out.  A strip of complementary colors,  
blue and yellow, at the top of the potato 
resonates with similar colors at the bottom.

4. The dominant potato divides the plate into 
four symmetric triangles. The contrast of 
black plate and colorful potato makes the 
potato unified.  

5.  Words around the potato act as a frame, 
with vertical letters aligned on the right 
and horizontal ones on the left and bottom. 
The yellow color of “Plakate” on the top left 
reflected the yellow strip at top as well as 
the bottom of the potato. 

This poster expresses Gunter’s design 
ideal: in-depth division. Two pairs of 
complementary colors, red and green as 
well as yellow and blue, split the potato’s 
skin strikingly. However, the contrast 
between the colorful skin and the black 
background unites the skin. This internal 
division and the external unity endow 
the poster with strong and novel visual 
impacts. The same ideal was applied 
in his other three posters in the potato 
series, in which he peeled the potato, 
cut it into pieces or piled the pieces, with 
complementary colors in the same black 
plate. Through palying with potatoes, 
Rambow taught us that imagination 
originates from ordinary objects in daily life. 
The most mundane things may possess the 
most potential to explore. Also,  through 
symbolizing potatoes as German culture, 
Rambow told us that the depth of originality 
could be found from our ethnic culture. 
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